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Dear friends,

To reflect on memories of countless children who have embraced 
Jesus and become His faithful followers over the past 75 years, is 
indeed something to celebrate with great joy. Now as we move for-
ward to our present day, it's remarkable to see how God continues 
to open doors in the most unexpected ways, that have enabled us to 
come alongside desperate children with the Good News of Jesus. 

In this newsletter, you will read the real-life testimonies of children 
who live in places we would never dare to go, like Syria, Ukraine, 
Myanmar, and Lebanon. You will also learn how even in the darkest of 
times, God's light shines the brightest, giving hope where there is no 
hope, to children, their families and even their communities.

Did you know that by your partnership with us on this journey, you 
personally represent God's faithfulness to these children? That those 
on the front lines are strengthened by your commitment to pray and 
support them with your generous gifts? Needless to say, every time 
we think of you, we thank the Lord with a deeply grateful heart.

God Bless You Richly, 

Rob Hondsmerk, 

CEO Grain of Wheat  
International

EDITORIAL



Ukraine

JUST AN ORDINARY TEENAGER
Hello everyone, I'm Masha, and I am 15 
years old. I'm just one ordinary teenager 
among  thousands like me in Ukraine.  
I want to say a huge thank you for all the 
camps you have provided for us.

"I will never forget this year, as this is the year 
the war began. I myself am from the east of 
Ukraine, namely the Donetsk region. Our city 
began to be bombed from the first days of the 
war and we had to evacuate. It is very difficult 
to quickly collect your things, then run, and go. 

During the first months of the war, we moved 
to three different cities, because it is very diffi-
cult for refugees to find a job. All this time,  
I constantly thought about why this had hap-
pened to us and cried almost every day. Then 
the news came that our house was gone, that 
our neighbors had died, and the city was 
destroyed. I became very scared, as I began 
to realize that you can't hide anywhere from 
the war. I was reminded of this every day 
when I heard the air raid alerts. 

When I was invited to camp, I gladly agreed, 
because I was so tired of being afraid!  
At camp I felt free to pour my heart out to my 
leader about all of this. 

The more I learned about God, the 
more my heart became at ease, but 
the most important thing was that I 
learned to pray! Now I always pray 
when I feel afraid. 

It's a real treasure to know I can pray when I 
wake up afraid at night, because I hear an air 
raid alert. 



After camp, I was invited to go to church and 
now I am helping the youth team know how 
to serve refugees like me and tell them about 
God!"

Even now, Grain of Wheat is actively 
expanding our leadership team by holding 
training seminars to reach an even greater 
number of teenagers like Masha in the 
upcoming camp season.

But that's not all, as the flow of refugees has 
increased, Grain of Wheat is there with supplies 
of food and clothing to support churches 
and those who have opened their homes to 
refugees in western Ukraine.

In southeastern Ukraine, an area of 
intense military operations, we are 
distributing food, while children pre-
pare a theatrical performance for an 
evangelistic outreach to refugees.

We also made a trip to Chernobyl in north 
central Ukraine where many gave their heart 
to Jesus. It is our prayer that they will 
become a team that actively carries on the 
ministry.

To hear "You are bringing us closer to God!"  
is an answer to our heartfelt prayer, that all 
God has entrusted to us will be accom-
plished and that He will be greatly glorified.



Myanmar

FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
Myanmar has entered a violent new 
chapter in its history due to the military 
coup in 2021. Under the weight of moral 
corruption and lawlessness, the politi-
cal, economic, and humanitarian crisis 
has only grown more dire. Yet, even in 
this dark and seemingly hopeless time, 
God is quietly and miraculously at work 
accomplishing His purposes. 

For example, when my team was on their 
way to hold a training seminar and a camp 
for refugee children, they took a back road 
because the main road is full of land mines. 
Suddenly, the road was blocked by a large 
group of youth that were being violently 
attacked by the military. In the nick of time, a 
driver came by and led the team safely to 
their destination. On the last day of our 
training session, we heard the military firing 
their weapons and burning down houses.  

If not for God making a way where there was 
no way, we could have been arrested, tor-
tured, or killed. 

Another time, I was stopped and searched at 
gunpoint because the guard saw that I had 
boxes of books. When he began to cut them 
open, I said, "Sir, please stop cutting the 
boxes. You can take as many as you'd like to 
share with other military families." He smiled 
as he took two boxes of Bible story books. 

Over and over, God's purposes have pre-
vailed, as 1,200 leaders have been trained, 
and 12,000 children have clearly heard the 
Gospel at day camps.

Churches are being planted, new be-
lievers are being discipled and great 
numbers of Buddhists are turning to 
Jesus. Because even in the darkest of 
times God's purposes always prevail. 



Lebanon

MOBILE COUNSELING UNIT
If there's one thing we can all relate to 
it's Jesus' words that, "Here on this earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows." 
(John 16:33). And life in Lebanon has 
proven this true.

As with so many other countries, the 
economy is in crisis and the political unrest 
has no end in sight. But to add to this, on 
August 4th, 2020, the largest non-nuclear 
explosion in history took place in Beirut.  
Over half the city was pulverized leaving 
80,000 children homeless and deeply trau-
matized psychologically. It is for this reason 
that we launched a Mobile Counseling Unit 
to provide trauma counseling with a special 
focus on children that have been the most 
deeply impacted and are the most likely to 
benefit from our help. For Rana, our Mobile 
Counseling Unit has been a safe and private 
place for her to receive life-changing coun-
seling. Due to the overwhelming trauma 
Rana had experienced, she couldn't speak 

around people or in various situations. Her 
mother saw that this was causing substan-
tial damage in her child's life, so she brought 
her in for counseling. At first, Rana did not 
communicate verbally or nonverbally with 
her counselor. However, after four sessions 
we began to see progress as Rana gradually 
began to smile when she shared her 
thoughts and feelings with her counselor. 
This is when we knew that with the Lord's 
help, Rana was well on her way to recovery.

As counselors, we know that we can 
listen, empathize, and give our best 
advice, but only the Lord can bring 
true help and healing to a broken 
heart like Rana's.



Syria

PHYSICALLY TIRED BUT OVER-
WHELMED WITH GRATITUDE 
AND JOY
For most of us, Syria is not a place we 
would choose to live, much less raise 
a family. No matter how hard we try,  
I don't think we can even come close to 
imagining what life is like for families 
who have no choice but to stay and live 
in fear and survival mode. 

The war that has been ongoing for 12 years, 
has not only devastated the country but has 
left over 4 million homeless and displaced. 
Families have lost everything, including 
those they love. All of this coupled by a 
recent earthquake that caused 46,000 
deaths, and left 400,000+ children homeless 
or in squatter camps. Everyday life is now 
basically at a stand-still and the Syrian 
people are exhausted as they try to hold on 
to their last drops of hope. This is the only 
kind of life the children who came to a recent 
Grain of Wheat camp have ever known. 

Julie, a camp leader from the Armenian 
Orthodox Brotherhood in Aleppo shares: 
"We are physically tired, but we have 
unspeakable joy and are overwhelmed with 
gratitude to our Lord and God.

I never expected to experience the 
wonderful presence of the Lord during 
camp or see Him work so powerfully 
in the lives of the children. By the time 
camp ended, none of them wanted to 
leave and almost begged us to stay!"



Dibar, an 11-year-old boy, came to me and 
said, "Please let us stay here, to live here; I'm 
not as happy at home as I am here. You even 
made me forget about my cell phone.  
At home I've tried so hard to stay off my 
phone, but I just can't. Here at camp, I don't 
even miss my phone!" He continued, "You 
have helped us know God's peace in a way 
we have never known in our homes". 

By the second day of camp, the children 
who had been naughty upon their arrival 
became calm. 

During our worship meetings and 
prayer stations, the children were 
asked to write down their prayers 
and bring them to the Lord Jesus on 
the cross. Their written prayers were 
deep and revealed the heavy burdens 
beyond their age that they carry on 
their shoulders.

We thank God that Grain of Wheat Interna-
tional has not only trained us well and sup-
ported us in every way, but has given us this 
opportunity to hold God's hope out to these 
precious children. What a joy it is to know 
they will go home as the bearers of God's 
hope to the many around them who have no 
hope.



Belarus

DISCOVERING THE FATHER'S 
LOVE FOR THE FIRST TIME
Lena, 9 and Masha, 11
This is the story of two young girls who 
didn't know each other when they came 
to camp. Even though their personalities 
were completely different, they had one 
thing in common; they knew nothing of 
a father's love.

Lena is 9 years old, and a third grader in 
school. She lives with her single mother and 
has never known anything about her father. 
She is quiet like a little mouse. It's easy to 
see that deep down, she wants to make 
friends and have fun with the other kids, but 
she is very shy and afraid.

Masha, age 11, is a cheerful and outgoing 
fifth grader whose father has abandoned his 
family. This left her mom with no option but 
to work long hours to provide for her 5 chil-
dren. Young Masha has willingly stepped in 
to help her mom by taking care of her 
brothers and sisters. 

When both of these sweet girls arrived at 
camp, they never dreamed they were about 
to meet their true Father in heaven. 

At our meeting we taught the children about 
the great love God our Father has for us. 
That He is a Father who sees us, hears our 
prayers, and promises to be right there to 
help us in the good times and in the darkest 
of times. 

As these two young girls who are so 
very different heard about the best 
daddy ever, a daddy who loves them 
deeply and will take care of them for-
ever, their hearts were both burning 
to accept the love He offers through 
faith in His Son Jesus.

Now, they can be found every week at our 
club meetings eager to truly know their Heav-
enly Father and grow deeper in their faith.
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In this newsletter you have read the true-life stories of chil-
dren who live amid war and violence, and the heartache 
parents face when they have nothing left to give their chil-
dren physically or emotionally. This often leaves us wishing 
there was something more we could do to help them.

We know our prayers are important, but we can some-
times feel it just isn't enough. Yet, the Lord reminds us not 
to give up in prayer as, "The heartfelt and persistent prayer 
of a believer can accomplish much when put into action 
and made effective by God — it is dynamic and can have 
tremendous power." (James 5:16 AMP)

Now that we know more about the personal lives of these 
families, we can pray for their specific needs. But here are 
some requests that are a good place to begin...

Dear Lord Jesus, please:

 � bring Believers together as a community that encour-
ages each other to stand strong in hope and grow 
deeper in faith; 

 � cause Your light to shine through parents and children in 
such a way that others are drawn to put their trust in You;

 � give families confidence that You see and hear their 
cries for help and will provide for their needs in a way 
they could never imagine.

The
Family Corner 

Choose a country in crisis that you and your family 
would like to pray for. As you explain to your children 
what families in that country are facing, help them 
imagine what it might be like for them to be in this situ-
ation. Then have each child choose a need to pray for 
and know with confidence that God is listening and will 
answer.

PRAY FOR THE CHILDREN
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