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75 Years

Dear friends,

This year, as we’ve celebrated the 75th 
anniversary of Grain of Wheat’s min-
istry, we’ve looked to the past and 
remembered how God has grown our 
outreach from one camp in 1948 to 
camps worldwide. Now, we want to 
focus on the present and celebrate 
God’s transforming power in the lives 
of today’s children. We will focus on 
the future in our 4th and last newsletter 
this year; how to share the Gospel with 
future generations that are so different 
from those in the past. I believe you 
will rejoice with us as you discover 
how children in Armenia and Romania 
respond to the Gospel when they hear 
it for the very first time. The joy on their 
faces as they trust in Jesus to be their 
true hope both today and into eternity 
is both inspiring and priceless. Over all 
these years, we have seen God’s faith-
fulness throughout every challenge 
we’ve faced. Because of this, we can 
move into the future, “...being confident 
of this, that He who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6)

May God bless You,

Rob Hondsmerk 
CEO

Praying

One of our favorite activities at camp is 
to take the kids on a nature walk. As we 
follow the trail, we point out that just 
as we are walking and talking together, 
Jesus wants us to walk and talk with 
Him even after camp. 

Please pray that God will:

	� Give each child a thirst to walk with 
Jesus.

	� Provide a group of Christian friends 
that are committed to meeting 
together to talk with Jesus in prayer 
and walk with Him through studying 
His Word.

	� Raise up mature believers as role 
models and mentors that will disciple 
the children.

	    The Family 
	    Corner
On your electronic device look up the 
satellite view of your city and point out 
your church, your kids’ schools, your 
house, etc. Then pass the device around 
the circle and have each family member 
pray for people that live or work in the 
buildings they see. For example, the 
people that live in your home, their 
neighbors, their school friends and 
teachers, church leaders and members.

From the  
International Board

What God began in 1948, with just 
one camp in Switzerland provided 
by businessman Jean Andre for 120 
German orphans, has now grown into 
a worldwide ministry that reaches 
thousands of children. 

Even though our world has 
changed, Grain of Wheat’s 
mission remains the same; 
to share the love and hope 
of Jesus with youth through 
camps and nurture them as His 
disciples.

As we move into the future, we are 
eager to incorporate innovative 
ways to reach even more youth with 
the Gospel. One of these is through 
online activities, as even in the most 
impoverished countries, kids have 
access to the Internet. 

Not only are we celebrating the anni-
versary of what God began 75 years 
ago, but we are celebrating you!  
As it has been through your partner-
ship of steadfast prayer and generous 
support that God is changing the 
world one child at a time.

Joyfully, 

The International Board  
of Grain of Wheat

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Grain of Wheat International
info@grainofwheat.org / www.grainofwheat.org
IBAN: CH72 0900 0000 1748 7675 5

God’s faithfulness
in 75 years: PRESENT



Dear Friends and Fellow Servants,

We heartily congratulate you on the 
75th anniversary of Grain of Wheat’s 
ministry! Becoming a member of this 
warm family 24 years ago has been a 
great honor and blessing to us. 

Even though we have faced many chal-
lenges, the Lord has always guided 
and opened doors for us to share the 
Good News of Jesus not only with the 
campers, but also on after camp visits 
with their families. 

Seeing the lives of youths and 
their families transformed through 
faith in Jesus, inspires and moti-
vates us to put our all into bringing 
more glory to God.

We strongly believe that changing a 
child’s present will also change their 
future. Because of this, we move 
forward relying on the power of the 
Lord to share His message of the bright 
future filled with a living hope that will 
never fade away through faith in Him.  

In the early 90s Romania began its work 
with Grain of Wheat through summer 
camps. Since then, we have imple-
mented a national strategy that centers 
around three distinct areas of ministry:

1.	 To engage youth personally across 
various contexts, initially through 
camps and later through year-round 
club meetings and special activities for 
ongoing discipleship beyond camp. 

2.	Encourage churches nationwide to 
develop a strong children’s ministry 
within their own context. 

3.	Provide quality training through local 
and national conferences to actu-
alize these goals.

As a result of this comprehensive 
strategy, 7,000 church volunteers and 
camp leaders now have the tools, 
curriculum, and resources they need to 
build a fruitful children’s ministry. Many 
attendees have commented that they 
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were energized by what they learned 
and now have the confidence to effec-
tively work with youth.

It’s deeply rewarding to hear stories 
of the positive impact this holistic 
approach has had on kids who are now 
bringing all their friends to our various 
activities. Not to mention how aston-
ished their parents are at how respectful 
and helpful their child is and that they 
even want to pray before meals.

Over these many years, we have 
seen the mighty hand of God at 
work through our team. We are all 
very different, but because of this 
diversity we have learned invalu-
able lessons from each other that 
have made us stronger and wiser.

This coupled with the guidance and 
faithful support of the GOW directors 
has empowered and enabled us to 
navigate this journey successfully. 


